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[4] Toki-no-kane is Kawagoe’s symbol

Toki-no-kane (Time Bell Tower) was built around 400 years ago to serve as Kawagoe’s
neighborhood clock tower. It was burnt down repeatedly in fires, but was rebuilt each time. Today’s
Time Bell Tower was built in 1894. It rings at 6 a.m., 12 noon, 3 p.m., and 6 p.m.

[5] Kawagoe is the setting for many anime
Kawagoe has many landscapes which are quite moving. They are often depicted in anime.

[2] Thick clay walls and magnificent tiled
roofs

The roof tiles and doors of storehouse-style architecture
are extremely beautiful and well designed. Pay attention
to the different shapes used for each building.

[3] Kawagoe is a city where it's suitable to
wear a kimono

On the 8th, 18th, and 28th of each month, people
wearing kimono can receive special services at many
shops. In Kawagoe, you can easily enjoy wearing a
kimono.
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[8] ‘Former.KlaV\-lagoe.branch of Saitama Relsona Bank‘ This l‘)uﬂdmg was renovated in 1918. It has three stories and a turret. This Renaissance-style building is This building was constructed in 1925. The owner of a long- : with many nostalgic traditional candy < _/g; ET LT MY = P
particularly striking in the middle of a storehouse-style neighborhood. It is a nationally designated Cultural Property. [9] Kawagoe Chamber of Commerce and Industry established Kawagoe candy store built it in order to spend a i stores. It originated when a candy W o % Do C R 5
This was built in 1927 as a bank. This modern Western-style building is distinguished by its row of columns, like those of a Greek temple. It is a nationally designated Cultural Property. leisurely retirement. It was designed by Katsuya Yasuoka, one of : store was built in front of a temple ES ST 8 E & B OB o ﬁ:
[10] Taisho-Roman Street This is a street in which you can experience the atmosphere of the early 20th century. There are many buildings in both the clay-walled storehouse the famous architects of this era. This two-story building includes ' around 150 years ago. At this popular 3; NEZHE TR E _j_
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e : [12] Honmaru Goten of Kawagoe Castle
2 1,12 T — Kawagoe Castle was built in 1457. Kawagoe was the key to the northern defenses of Edo.
Jllﬁiﬁ.ﬁ‘ﬁ?ﬁ‘ﬂt rfIF' }#ELJ The lord of the castle was a powerful figure in the Edo Shogunate. It is said that Kawagoe
=1 N S s RE=P a5 (- Castle was a special place where the shogun stayed. Honmaru Goten is the central part of
A3 H — /- SR ~ . . P o
AR S LEZ SN IF OEBORBREEEC. the castle. What remains today is a part of the Honmaru Goten built in 1848, containing the
FEINNRAEDBIHHIEHINTWET, (ENFEEERBBYER) entrance, main hall, and office of the chief retainers.
Kawagoe Castle is shown in the “Edo-zu Byobu” folding screen painting [13] Kawagoe Castle is one of the Japan's Top 100 Castles
The Edo-zu Byobu depicts the town of Edo and its surroundings in the early Edo Kawagoe Castle was also known as the “Hatsukari-jo” (First Goose Castle). Hatsukari
Period. It includes a picture of the third shogun, lemitsu Tokugawa, hunting with means the first migrating goose which arrived in autumn. It is said that the first goose
falcons in Kawagoe. (Collection of the National Museum of Japanese History) perched on a tree inside the castle each year and honked before flying on to the south.
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Sannozuka Kofun

The Sannozuka Kofun, a uniquely shaped burial tomb with a hemispherical earthen
mound atop a rectangular base, was constructed in the latter half of the 7th century.
This burial mound holds the distinction of being the largest of its kind in Japan. It was
designated as a National Historic Site in 2023.
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The Samurai and Kawagoe Castle

In Japan, the samurai became powerful from the end of the Heian Period (12th century).
Lord Kawagoe, an influential samurai, built his residence in the Uwado area of the city.
The remains of Lord Kawagoe’s residence are now a historic park. Later, around the
middle of the 15th century, Kawagoe Castle was built near the current City Hall. In the
Warring States Period (16th century), there were several battles over the castle.

6,000 years ago, part of Kawagoe
was under the sea

It is thought that the south-eastern outskirts
of Kawagoe were covered by sea long ago.
Shells have been found in the ground, and
the traces of where people lived still remain.
A wooden boat has been discovered by
Irumagawa River as well.
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A wooden boat made 3,000 years ago
has been discovered

The boat is 5 meters long and 60 centimeters wide.
You can see it in Kawagoe City Museum.
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Kawagoe Hikawa Shrine

This shrine is the home of the guardian deity of the Kawagoe
region. It was devoutly worshipped by generations of lords
of Kawagoe Castle and the people of the surrounding town.
An elaborate sculpture in the inner sanctuary is said to be an
example of Edo-style carving.
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Nakain Temple

Until the Middle Ages, it prospered as the head
temple of the Tendai sect in the Kanto region. Inside is
a tea-ceremony room, “Fusentei,” which is famous for
its connections with the poet Toson Shimazaki.
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Miyoshino Shrine

This shrine was located in the center of Kawagoe
Castle to house its guardian deity. Since it was inside
the castle, ordinary people could not usually visit it,
but they were allowed to worship there just twice a
year.
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BEREICRTANEDTT.

Semba Toshogu Shrine

leyasu Tokugawa, the first shogun, is enshrined at
Semba Toshogu Shrine, built in 1633. It burned down in a
great fire in 1638 but was rebuilt two years later, in 1640.
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Kitain Temple

Kitain Temple is a famous temple of the Tendai
sect, built by Jikaku Daishi Ennin in 830. Everything
except the main gate was burned down in a
great fire in 1638. After this, the shogun, lemitsu,
relocated part of Edo Castle to rebuild the temple.
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Development as a castle town

In the Edo Period, the shogunate posted powerful
feudal lords to Kawagoe Castle. One of these
lords, Nobutsuna Matsudaira, carried out the
town planning of the area around Kawagoe Castle.
He also improved the Kawagoe Kaido, the road
connecting the city with Edo, and opened up
transport by boat using Shingashigawa River. At
the same time that supplies flowed in and out of
Kawagoe by boat, the culture of Edo was brought
in, and Kawagoe flourished greatly.




[27] UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage to pass on to
future generations

The float event accompanying the Kawagoe Hikawa Festival, which is
the origin of Kawagoe Festival, was registered as a nationally designated
Cultural Property in 2005. In 2016, it was registered as an item of
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage.

[28] Battle of the hayashi performance - Hikkawase, the
highlight of the festival

Hayashi, the traditional music performed on the festival floats, has been
handed down since the Edo Period. When two floats meet, they face
each other and perform hayashi. This is called hikkawase. Hikkawase is
the biggest highlight of Kawagoe Festival.
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[25] Kawagoe Festival, held for over 370 years

Kawagoe Festival is said to have started in 1648, when Nobutsuna Matsudaira, lord of the Kawagoe domain,
encouraged the holding of a Kawagoe Hikawa Festival. Afterwards, strongly influenced by Edo Tenka Festival,
gorgeous and decorative festival floats came to be pulled around the town.

[26] The festival floats are beautiful and functional

The top of a festival float has two layers, and that part of the float can be lifted up like an elevator. Many festival
floats also have a stage for performers called “Hayashidai” which rotates 360 degrees horizontally.
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Horo Festival

Boys walkaround the néighberhood carrying baskets
decoratedWithipeach-coloredpaper flowers, This began as a
ceremony t@show that they'had bécome adults. [September]
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Koedo Kawagoe Spring Festival

An event held every spring. There is a parade
by a musket troop, and boat tours to view the
cherry trees in full bloom. [March]

Kawagoe Million Lights Summer Festival

The streets of the city center are decorated with paper lanterns. The city’s residents participate in
various events. [July]
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Hojido Protection Ceremony

A ceremony to keep evil away. Portable shrines
go around the houses in the neighborhood.
[March]
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Oibukuro Archery Ceremony

A representative of the local community fires
an arrow at a target, predicting the year’s
weather. People pray for a good harvest for the
year. [February]
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Ishiwara Lion Dance

This is said to have started in 1607. It is one of
the best-known lion dances in the Kawagoe
area. [April]
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Hollow Reed and Porridge Shinto Ritual

This predicts whether the year’s agricultural crops will be
successful, and whether or not the weather will be good.
Rice porridge with adzuki beans is cooked in a large
pot, and the number of rice grains inside a reed which is
pushed into the pot determines the prediction. [January]

ZEORH1E
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Oibukuro no Mansaku (Good Harvest
Dance Festival of Oibukuro)

Various performances such as dances and
dramas have been passed down. [April]
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Minamiotsuka’s Rice Cake Pounding Dance

Participants pound rice cakes as they dance in time to
singing in this celebration. [January]
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“Kawagoe Tozan,” Kawagoe’s traditional textiles

Tozan textiles were brought from South-east Asia in the
Edo Period. They are characterized by a pattern of vertical
stripes and were used as kimono fabric. They are made
from fine-quality cotton, which is soft to the touch, like silk.
Kawagoe Tozan textiles were among Kawagoe’s specialty
products, but eventually they stopped being produced.
They are now being produced again through the efforts of
those involved, and are used not only for kimono, but also
for a variety of items including stoles and small bags.
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[42] Beniaka (sweet potato) Beniaka is called the queen of sweet potatoes. This variety has been cultivated since
over 120 years ago. The amount of Beniaka potatoes grown is decreasing, and there are efforts to cherish and preserve
this sweet potato. December 1 is the day of the Beniaka potato. [43] Traditional agricultural system In Kawagoe,
there are woods where the trees were planted and grown by humans. The fallen leaves are made into compost, which
creates good soil and good vegetable fields. This is a traditional agricultural system which has continued for over 360
years, since the Edo Period, and which is called the Musashino fallen leaf compost farming method. This system is linked
to the local scenery and to the ability to nurture many living things.

Kawagoe Imo potatoes,
a famous product of
Kawagoe

Kawagoe is a place where sweet
potatoes are grown. Kawagoe sweet
potatoes, known as “Kawagoe
potatoes,” were popular in the Edo
Period for their sweet and delicious
taste. There are farms in the city
where you can buy sweet potatoes
or experience harvesting them.
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Delicious sweets made
from sweet potatoes

There are many sweets made
from sweet potatoes in Kawagoe.
They include ice cream, cream
puffs, steamed buns, caramel
pudding, sweet rice dumplings,
and more.
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Kawagoe City is working to develop “green R \{/ m ol FEH V;:; 2 7%
tourism”, with the aim of enabling visitors to Ly NR T E 3 \ A 12F L
come into contact with Kawagoe’s nature T\ 1) |\‘ 2; Lic 2z ® ﬁ t‘
and agriculture. “KURA In Garten Kawagoe” N SR 3 o 3 & .
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is the name of the project being promoted * N 2 H 7 2 inte % J
to allow many people to experience green ¥ # I 32 90 ﬁ’ 7 I
tourism. In the fiscal year of 2022, the Fureai o R B2 4E ° | ) b B
Agricultural Community Center, which will zﬁm B EE Y F & I ?
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Isanuma Farmer’s Market

There is a farmer’s market within “KURA in Garten Kawagoe.” You can buy vegetables, flowers, freshly-
prepared deli items, and more, all delivered by the local farmers. You can also eat udon noodles at Isanuma-
An next door.
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Agresh Kawagoe

This is a farmer’s market where you can buy fresh and trustworthy vegetables which are delivered there
daily by local growers. It is easy to get there from Kurazukuri Zone (Old Storehouse Zone). It is popular
with tourists.
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Kawagoe Aquatic Park Part of the park borders Irumagawa
River. There are many cherry trees on the riverbanks and around
the pond in the park. When the Somei Yoshino cherry trees finish
blooming, the double-flowered cherry trees come into bloom.
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Koaze Mizutori-no-sato (Waterfowl) Park
Many birds come to visit the island which is in the
pond in this park. You can walk around the pond.
There are many cherry trees along this path.
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Kitain Temple Many cherry trees bloom in the
temple grounds. In cherry blossom season, there are
also various booths, and it is very lively.
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Oisezuka Park This is a park with a big lake.

There are many cherry trees along the street and the

river nearby. It is a popular spot for cherry blossom
viewing.

w3 %
#1ER
FRIEBEETC LS ICYXAAIAD I/ HKEED, E
EDEERIARICEDD £Y, BETLIREBAET
HERMNELD. NIIBTEERORDLTY,
Isanuma Pond You can see cherry trees around

the pond. Isanuma Park, next to Isanuma Pond, is
another famous cherry blossom spot.
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Kasahata Park This park has a baseball field

and play structures for children. Many cherry trees
bloom here in spring.
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Rows of cherry trees along Shingashigawa River

You can see many cherry trees near the Kawagoe Hikawa Shrine. In
late March, you can ride on a boat to see the cherry blossoms in full
bloom.
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Highway buses connecting Kawagoe with
various regions

Highway buses operate mainly from Kawagoe Station
West Exit. There are many buses to Osaka, Kobe, and
other cities in the Kansai region, as well as to Toyama,
Kanazawa, and other cities in the Hokuriku region, so
you can travel directly to various areas.

There are also highway buses to Haneda and Narita
airports, connecting Kawagoe to overseas as well as
domestic destinations.
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[54] Direct access to major urban centers by train

Various train companies run jointly-operated trains through
the area served by the Yokohama Minatomirai Railway
Minatomirai line, the Tokyu Toyoko line, the Tokyo Metro
Fukutoshin line, and the Tobu Tojo line. Therefore you
can access the urban centers of Kanto without having
to change trains. Since stations within Tokyo, such as
lkebukuro, Shibuya, and Yurakucho, are directly accessible
from Kawagoe, it is not only convenient for commuters,
but also easy to travel to even the Yokohama area from
Kawagoe which has contributed to an increase in tourists.
In addition, the Sotetsu line joined up with the JR network
in November 2019, giving access to stations in the Ebina
direction.

[65] Kan-Etsu Expressway and Ken-O
Expressway: an interconnected high
speed transport network

National Route 16 runs through the city horizontally,
and National Route 254 runs vertically. The Kan-Etsu
Expressway Kawagoe IC is on National Route 16, linking
the city to Nerima IC 20 km away. Ken-O Tsurugashima
IC, Sakado IC, and Kawajima IC on the Ken-O Expressway
(Metropolitan Inter-City Expressway) are also adjacent to
the city, giving excellent access between these locations.
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Hatsukari Park

The park features Honmaru Goten of Kawagoe Castle,
a baseball ground equipped for night matches, and
playground.
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Aina Shinsui Park

Aina Shinsui Park is a large park spanning 18 hectares,
making use of the area along Irumagawa River. It is
equipped with watercourses, ponds, a wildflower garden
where seasonal flowers bloom, a dog run, and more.
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:  Kawagoe Sports Park

Equipped with a general-use gymnasium, athletics stadium,
tennis courts, and multipurpose open space, it is used for
everything from everyday sporting activities to special events.
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¢ Irumagawa River and Arakawa River Cycling Roads

Irumagawa River Cycling Road runs along Irumagawa River
from Toyomizu Bridge in Sayama City to Iruma Long Bridge
in Kawagoe City. At Iruma Long Bridge, it connects to the
Arakawa River Cycling Road.
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Isanuma Park Adventure Forest

Isanuma Park Adventure Forest is a park on the
western shore of Isanuma Pond. The forest is
equipped with a wide grassy space, paddling
pool, and various athletic venues.
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Kawagoe Aquatic Park

An all-round recreation facility with a boating lake,
tennis courts, and more. In summer, visitors can
enjoy a variety of pools including a running water
pool and a wave pool.
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[58] Naguwashi Park PiKOA

Naguwashi Park is equipped with an eco-friendly swimming pool heated with energy
generated by the neighboring Waste Treatment and Recycling Center, as well as training
rooms, studios, and a public bath.

[59] BMX & Skateboarding Area

A new facility has opened in the city for visitors to enjoy BMX and skateboarding, both of
which are official Olympic events.
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Koedo Kawagoe Half Marathon, running through
the traditional storehouse area

The half marathon has been held since 2010 with the aim of
allowing participants to enjoy downtown Kawagoe through the
marathon. A total of 10,000 runners from across the country
gather in Kawagoe: 6,000 for the half marathon, 3,000 for the
10-km race, and 1,000 for the 4-km Fun Run. Participants start
at Kawagoe Water Park and run through out the city, including
through Ichiban-gai with its streets of storehouse-style
buildings. The half marathon and 10-km course are officially
recognized by the Japan Association of Athletics Federations,
and have gained a good reputation among a wide range of
runners, from top athletes to the general public.
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Crea Mall

This is Kawagoe’s busiest shopping street, leading north from the East Exit of Kawagoe
Station. There are many stores close together, including department stores, and gourmet
restaurants. This mall draws some of the largest crowds in the Kanto area.
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Souvenir and Japanese food “Koedo Kurari”

This facility consists of renovated sake brewery storehouses built in the 1800s. You will
find Meiji Gura, with its line-up of Kawagoe’s specialties; Taisho Gura, where you can enjoy
typical Kawagoe meals; and Showa Gura, with sake brands from around the prefecture.
The three storehouses are registered as nationally designated Cultural Properties.

Westa Kawagoe

“Westa Kawagoe” is a complex
containing both commercial
facilities, such as supermarkets
and eating establishments, and
public facilities. As well as a large
hall seating around 1,700 people, it
contains a community center and
more. It can accommodate many
different types of performances,
including opera, classical concerts,
ballet, and drama.
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“U_PLACE” at the west exit of Kawagoe
Station

If you cross the pedestrian deck outside the West
Exit of Kawagoe Station, you will arrive at “U_
PLACE.” This is a 11-story complex with a hotel,
a gym, a bank, a medical center, restaurants, and
other facilities. At the Kawagoe Citizens’ Service
Station on the third floor, staff issue all kinds of
certificate and handle enquiries related to welfare,
raising children, and so on. It is convenient
because it is open on Saturdays, as well.
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A good town for children to live in

The place where we used to live was a residential area near a station, so there was a lot of traffic on the roads, and | didn’t feel it
was safe to let my child play outside. As well as being a convenient place to live, Kawagoe is surrounded by nature, so | can let my
child play outside freely. There are vegetable fields in front of our house and a park nearby, so we go on more walks as a family. The
biggest difference from my former lifestyle is that | have a sense of security. | think this is a good town for children to live in, too.
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| find support in encounters, exchanges, and connections

| came across a vacant store in the Motomachi 1-chome shopping street at an event held by the city. | was drawn to this area, which blends old and new, through
exchanges with the people of the shopping street, and | began working to open a relaxation salon. It took me two years and seven months from the project
planning stage to opening my business. During that time, | built many lateral connections with the people of the shopping street, others who had opened new
businesses in Kawagoe, and local government staff, and these were a help to me. | would like to work with everyone to make Kawagoe even more exciting.
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A town where everyone can live long, healthy, and rewarding lives in peace of mind T b AW
[Welfare for senior citizens] We are working to ensure that senior citizens can live rewarding, healthy lives in peace of mind in the communities y? ‘q (o
N

where they are used to living. [Welfare for citizens with disabilities] We are committed to supporting citizens with disabilities in various ways so
that they can live actively in their familiar communities.
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A town full of bustle and energy, making the most of the area’s unique characteristics

[Job-hunting support] “Kawagoe Work Support Center” introduces employment opportunities and holds job-hunting consultations and
seminars to help people find work. [Industrial promotion] Kawagoe is one of the prefecture’s largest industrial cities. We provide support for
business and industry groups and work to attract companies to the city.

A town where learning in an atmosphere of history and culture nurtures a rich heart and mind

[Life-enriching education] We offer an education which balances academic skills, human qualities, health, and physical strength for great
living. As well as offering information education using ICT, we are fostering the ability to respond to globalization. [Culture and the arts] A
wide variety of concerts, plays, and other performances are held in Westa Kawagoe’s large hall.
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An environmentally-friendly town where residents live together with abundant nature

[An environmentally-friendly society] At the Waste Treatment and Recycling Center, waste is recycled. Awareness-raising activities about the
environment and hands-on learning take place within the facility at the environmental plaza, “Tsubasa-kan”. [Coexistence with nature] We
carry out woodland and waterfront conservation, as well as planting greenery in collaboration with citizens and businesses.

An attractive town with safe and comfortable infrastructure, where people live in harmony with history and nature
[Transportation network] We aim to provide ever more comprehensive public transport, such as by operating buses on city center circular
routes and on-demand transport services. We are also working on bicycle-sharing initiatives. [Development of the city center] In order to
build an attractive town, we are moving ahead with improving planned city roads and areas around stations.
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Autun City is 300 kilometers south-east of Paris and
has a 2,000-year history. Kawagoe City received a
proposal from Autun, which was looking to develop its
community through exchanging values and culture with
communities in other countries. A sister city agreement
was signed on October 18, 2002.
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Salem City, United States of America
FLITVMNDMEB, TA
DRFERBTICHDKE
MR TH 2 Z b
MRXMRNAERON, 12
HICED, BM61E8AT
Bim kR ER T ER o

Salem City is the state capital of Oregon. Thanks to the
sister relationship between universities in Kawagoe and
Salem, citizen exchange began and has continued to
this day. Kawagoe City and Salem City signed a sister
city agreement on August 1, 1986.
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Offenbach City is a town with a flourishing industry. Like
Kawagoe City, it is characterized by its location close to
a metropolis, and by its long history. Because of various
connections, including the presence in Offenbach City

of a factory belonging to a company in Kawagoe City, a
sister city agreement was signed on August 24, 1983.
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Nakasatsunai Village, Hokkaido
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Nakasatunai village is a town in Hokkaido with flourishing
agriculture and abundant nature. It has a connection with Kawagoe
because Kyuichiro Aihara, an artist originally from Kawagoe City,
was active in Nakasatsunai. A museum of Aihara’s works was later
set up in the village. Kawagoe City and Nakasatunai village signed
a friendship city agreement on November 30, 2002.
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Obama City is to the south-west of Fukui and has many items of cultural
importance. In the Edo Period, a samurai who had served as the lord of the
Kawagoe domain went on to become the lord of the Obama domain. Also, the
“Sasara Lion Dance,” which is passed down in Kawagoe, was taken to Obama
City and has been preserved as the “Unpin Lion Dance.” Kawagoe City and
Obama City signed a sister city agreement on November 30, 1982.
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Tanagura Town, Fukushima Prefecture
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Tanagura Town is to the south of Fukushima and is home to
Tanagura Castle. In the Edo Period, a samurai called Matsudaira
Suonokami Yasuhide became the lord of the Kawagoe domain
after serving as the lord of the Tanagura domain. Based on

this connection, Kawagoe City and Tanagura Town signed a
friendship city agreement on January 18, 1972.
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A safe and secure town where people in the community support one another
[Disaster prevention] We are carrying out various initiatives in order to prepare for a large-scale earthquake.

[Crime prevention] As well
as raising citizens’ awareness of crime prevention, we are setting up a system to prevent crime, so that the city’s residents can live in safety with

peace of mind.
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Community-building through partnerships and the promotion of a sustainable administration

[Community meetings] Community meetings to discuss and find solutions to the various issues faced by each community take place in each
district. [Promoting City Marketing] The city is effectively promoting the city in various ways.

3\ Hp it
STp 2K A EE

THHEA 2t - A BF

17 15
B A
E B
=N
D
#
#

0r S ALY, 0F H

75&‘
Iz

3

T B ) - OIS

SNE

HP

40



HABH B LT

MIE N e ey

724 babLovay

PR
‘.'!‘I-'I.r'

: & »
] N o
" '..'_| wn 3
. 3 BT f R
= W F R
w3 v
'R K
b & BN
5 U Lk
< ] AN <
L ] - X
2 TR A
| Enmusubi S %% b

3t ..'.:];‘-.--.-- " - There are many places in ﬁ—c% < é g =

| | | Kawagoe which are famous for @& H AT 5\

enmusubi. Enmusubi means to ES *‘« % ° |z

wish for a good encounter. If n ‘i\ & )

you come to Kawagoe, you are ES EJN AN

sure to meet someone good. £l 2 & n




rBer ) =@k ) SEBRBE

B PN

ete. 353 1831 B

1200 A.Qjﬁ 3841 giy 8114cx & ,JOIA & L
7 ($fM3F1818) - SM4E4F1H) A*DSfﬂﬁHE) w

BO#E (LB) LYYRAE (W) 75 zw—u4 72m 1 09 13 3

EEnf [EE6] (EE+08), Ki3Y (4F4£38310) / \ 4 km

YA EORE K] B EHZVEE C BRI ) Tkid =) AQ
3,236
ersmme 176 N79A 177, 004A

g}l}ll

%??%Ebﬁé%?(@@ﬂ@@ﬁ& | REE (2T 2471&:&

DEDBWEFDLSBEDIE, JIBD

VR TEOH] OHFTT, 57 h Tz*fz-06fi
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Kawagoe City’s slogan and logo The city’s slogan is “Kawagoe, 5513 ) 74 %) (3704 %) " C : 19% T2

a city where time connects people.” The logo represents “Toki-no-kane” (5704 ) @R s#mE 0% erm g (7;5

(Time Bell Tower), the symbol of Kawagoe, using people’s hands. B #ﬂé%ﬁﬂ) @2 3% a2mm) * &
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Mayor of Kawagoe City Yoshiaki Kawai

Message from the Mayor

Kawagoe City continues to develop as a core city for the industry, economy, and culture in the southwestern region of Saitama Prefecture. Since it was connected to
Edo in the old days via boat traffic on Shingashi River and the Kawagoe Road, it was heavily influenced by Edo culture. Even today, the Edo atmosphere lives on in many
aspects, and the city has numerous attractive sites of historical and cultural heritage. These include the streets of storehouse-style buildings and the Kawagoe Hikawa
Festival dashi float parade (Kawagoe Festival), which is registered as an item of UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Kawagoe and its residents celebrated the city’s centennial in 2022. From 2023, Kawagoe has embarked on a new journey, building its history towards the next century.
This City Annual Report introduces Kawagoe’s culture and history, as well as the various initiatives being undertaken by the city, and more. | hope that this publication will
allow you and many other readers to learn about the various lively aspects of Kawagoe and the city’s charms, and will prompt you to visit us.
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Administration

Aiming to build a city which is a good place to live in, we are working for sustainable
administration and financial management and community revitalization, taking into
account population decline, the falling birthrate and aging population. At the same time,
we are moving ahead with community-building led by the residents themselves and
with collaborations with citizens’ groups, private sector organizations, and businesses.
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City Council

The City Council is made up of 36 members chosen as representatives of the
citizens, in order to reflect their thoughts and opinions in the city’s governance.
As well as four scheduled meetings each year, the City Council holds
extraordinary sessions as needed, deliberating on matters including budget
allocation and the enactment of city ordinances.
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