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Horo Festival

Boys walkaround the néighberhood carrying baskets
decoratedWithipeach-coloredpaper flowers, This began as a
ceremony t@show that they'had bécome adults. [September]
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Koedo Kawagoe Spring Festival

An event held every spring. There is a parade
by a musket troop, and boat tours to view the
cherry trees in full bloom. [March]

Kawagoe Million Lights Summer Festival

The streets of the city center are decorated with paper lanterns. The city’s residents participate in
various events. [July]
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Hojido Protection Ceremony

A ceremony to keep evil away. Portable shrines
go around the houses in the neighborhood.
[March]
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Oibukuro Archery Ceremony

A representative of the local community fires
an arrow at a target, predicting the year’s
weather. People pray for a good harvest for the
year. [February]
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Ishiwara Lion Dance

This is said to have started in 1607. It is one of
the best-known lion dances in the Kawagoe
area. [April]
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Hollow Reed and Porridge Shinto Ritual

This predicts whether the year’s agricultural crops will be
successful, and whether or not the weather will be good.
Rice porridge with adzuki beans is cooked in a large
pot, and the number of rice grains inside a reed which is
pushed into the pot determines the prediction. [January]
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Oibukuro no Mansaku (Good Harvest
Dance Festival of Oibukuro)

Various performances such as dances and
dramas have been passed down. [April]
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Minamiotsuka’s Rice Cake Pounding Dance

Participants pound rice cakes as they dance in time to
singing in this celebration. [January]
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“Kawagoe Tozan,” Kawagoe’s traditional textiles

Tozan textiles were brought from South-east Asia in the
Edo Period. They are characterized by a pattern of vertical
stripes and were used as kimono fabric. They are made
from fine-quality cotton, which is soft to the touch, like silk.
Kawagoe Tozan textiles were among Kawagoe’s specialty
products, but eventually they stopped being produced.
They are now being produced again through the efforts of
those involved, and are used not only for kimono, but also
for a variety of items including stoles and small bags.
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Traditional techniques and beauty

There are many artisans in Kawagoe. These
craftsmen make a variety of handmade
works, preserving old techniques and
traditions. For example, there are some who
mount pictures on folding screens. There are
also others who draw pictures to paste onto
paper lanterns, or bend bamboo or wood
to make items such as seiro (baskets used
to steam food). In Kawagoe, a prize called
Hatsukari-sho is awarded annually to people
who pass down traditions from long ago
or develop these traditions or techniques
further.
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[46] Beniaka (sweet potato) Beniaka is called the queen of sweet potatoes. This variety has been cultivated since
over 120 years ago. The amount of Beniaka potatoes grown is decreasing, and there are efforts to cherish and preserve
this sweet potato. December 1 is the day of the Beniaka potato. [47] Globally Important Agricultural Heritage
System In Kawagoe, there are woods where the trees were planted and grown by humans. The fallen leaves are made
into compost, which creates good soil and good vegetable fields. This is a traditional agricultural system which has
continued for over 360 years, since the Edo Period, and which is called the Musashino fallen leaf compost farming method.
This system is linked to the local scenery and to the ability to nurture many living things.The fallen leaves compost system
was designated as a Globally Important Agricultural Heritage by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) in 2023.

Kawagoe Imo potatoes,
a famous product of
Kawagoe

Kawagoe is a place where sweet
potatoes are grown. Kawagoe sweet
potatoes, known as “Kawagoe
potatoes,” were popular in the Edo
Period for their sweet and delicious
taste. There are farms in the city
where you can buy sweet potatoes
or experience harvesting them.
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Delicious sweets made
from sweet potatoes

There are many sweets made
from sweet potatoes in Kawagoe.
They include ice cream, cream
puffs, steamed buns, caramel
pudding, sweet rice dumplings,
and more.
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Agriculture and Food Experience Ty L5 w5z ¥ .
Park L\;ngﬁﬁsﬁt;lﬁagﬁ’b
Kawagoe City is working to promote “green § N ,;\(o i(\,:”’_ & Tﬁ & Jé A
tourism”, with the aim to help visitors ¥ # I L UE) =5 7 ¥ I
connect with Kawagoe's nature and o 2 T % 2 f ~ B
agriculture. In the fiscal year of 2022, The Z,Em /AN ) | 4 & & ?
Green Tourism Base Facility reopened with T; PR ‘75&\ 7 £ L D
afarm, barbecue area and a campground. T E B SV E = B
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Isanuma Farmer's Market

At the farmers' Market located within The Green Tourism Base Facility, you can buy vegetables and other
produce grown by local farmers.
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Kawagoe is a major # OB TE B 2 YO0 LR
vegetable-growing region E N B W EE KB W E L5
Kawagoe grows various kinds of L % E O 2 2 1f|5 AR S .'Hl’, %
vegetables and fruits. They include < " mEE ;’DL I{ < ?: ;g’\ :’é’ 0)
komatsuna (Japanese mustard % f‘%) < ; —9: ;.: »n ‘-
spinach), spinach, turnips, edamame FomoWL oy 5 fb—:f b % E
(green soybeans), and grapes. j;ﬁ &ﬁ F ¥ 2 5 jeE j;{ll
There are also restaurants in the city HE S H v 83 - .
where you can enjoy food made with oM ° 5 B2 % 7E T
Kawagoe vegetables. These shops 12 E TR XK I:P 'j‘
display a logo. - &K % F
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Agresh Kawagoe

This is a farmer’s market where you can buy fresh and trustworthy vegetables which are delivered there
daily by local growers. It is easy to get there from Kurazukuri Zone (Old Storehouse Zone). It is popular
with tourists.
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Hot Staff Kawagoe Park (Kawagoe Aquatic Park)
Part of the park borders I[rumagawa River. There are many
cherry blossom on the riverbanks and around the pond in the
park. When the Somei Yoshino cherry blossom finish blooming,
the double-flowered cherry blossom come into bloom.
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Koaze Mizutori-no-sato (Waterfowl) Park
Many birds come to visit the island which is in the
pond in this park. You can walk around the pond.
There are many cherry trees along this path.
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Kitain Temple Many cherry trees bloom in the
temple grounds. In cherry blossom season, there are
also various booths, and it is very lively.
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The row of cherry blossom along the Koaze River

There are many cherry blossoms in the nearby parks

and along the streets. It is a popular spot for cherry
blossom viewing.
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Isanuma Pond You can see cherry trees around

the pond. Isanuma Park, next to Isanuma Pond, is
another famous cherry blossom spot.
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Rows of cherry trees along Shingashigawa River
You can see many cherry trees near the Kawagoe
Hikawa Shrine. In late March, you can ride on a boat
to see the cherry blossoms in full bloom.
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