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[8] Toki-no-kane is Kawagoe’s symbol

Toki-no-kane (Time Bell Tower) was built around 400 years ago to serve as Kawagoe’s
neighborhood clock tower. It was burnt down repeatedly in fires, but was rebuilt each time. Today’s
Time Bell Tower was built in 1894. It rings at 6 a.m., 12 noon, 3 p.m., and 6 p.m.

[9] Kawagoe is the setting for many anime
Kawagoe has many landscapes which are quite moving. They are often depicted in anime.
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[6] Thick clay walls and magnificent tiled
roofs

The roof tiles and doors of storehouse-style architecture
are extremely beautiful and well designed. Pay attention
to the different shapes used for each building.

[7] Kawagoe is a city where it's suitable to
wear a kimono

On the 8th, 18th, and 28th of each month, people
wearing kimono can receive special services at many
shops. In Kawagoe, you can easily enjoy wearing a
kimono.
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[12] Former Kawagoe branch of Saitama Resona Bank This building was renovated in 1918. It has three stories and a turret. This Renaissance-style building is
particularly striking in the middle of a storehouse-style neighborhood. It is a nationally designated Cultural Property. [13] Kawagoe Chamber of Commerce and Industry

This was built in 1927 as a bank. This modern Western-style building is distinguished by its row of columns, like those of a Greek temple. It is a nationally designated Cultural
Property.[14] Taisho-Roman Street This is a street in which you can experience the atmosphere of the early 20th century. There are many buildings in both the clay-walled
storehouse style and the Western architectural style. [15] Kawagoe Christian Church This building was constructed in 1921. It is a brick building in the Gothic style. It is a

nationally designated Cultural Property.
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Yamazaki House

This building was constructed in 1925. The owner of a long-
established Kawagoe candy store built it in order to spend a
leisurely retirement. It was designed by Katsuya Yasuoka, one of
the famous architects of this era. This two-story building includes
both Western and Japanese style elements. It is a nationally
designated Cultural Property.

In Kashiya Yokocho, you can
feel the atmosphere of the
old days

Kashiya Yokocho is an area lined
with many nostalgic traditional candy
stores. It originated when a candy
store was built in front of a temple
around 150 years ago. At this popular
tourist attraction, you can smell the
scent of Japanese traditional sweets.
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”%21 B . [16] Honmaru Goten of Kawagoe Castle
X 8 2 1,12 > T — Kawagoe Castle was built in 1457. Kawagoe was the key to the northern defenses of Edo.
\ 100 :a Jllﬁiﬁ.ﬁ‘ﬁ?ﬁ‘ﬂt rfIF' }#ELJ The lord of the castle was a powerful figure in the Edo Shogunate. It is said that Kawagoe
” =1 N S s RE=P a5 (- Castle was a special place where the shogun stayed. Honmaru Goten is the central part of
IFRRETEC 2 EEZ ONDIF SEBORE ZHEEIC, X ! o o
the castle. What remains today is a part of the Honmaru Goten built in 1848, containing the
e e a mecn : BEINREOBPFHIEHINTWET, (ELFEF RABEYER entrance, main hall, and office of the chief retainers.
: ES ( )
| 1]
O AR N Kawagoe Castle is shown in the “Edo-zu Byobu” folding screen painting [17] Kawagoe Castle is one of the Japan's Top 100 Castles
The Edo-zu Byobu depicts the town of Edo and its surroundings in the early Edo Kawagoe Castle was also known as the “Hatsukari-jo” (First Goose Castle). Hatsukari
Period. It includes a picture of the third shogun, lemitsu Tokugawa, hunting with means the first migrating goose which arrived in autumn. It is said that the first goose
falcons in Kawagoe. (Collection of the National Museum of Japanese History) perched on a tree inside the castle each year and honked before flying on to the south.
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The Kawagoe Clan: Influential Samurai of Musashi

During the Heian period, the Kawagoe clan built a residence in the Uwado district of
modern day Kawagoe. By the latter half of the 12th century, they had flourished as
influential samurai in Musashi. However, the Kawagoe clan lost their power due to
conflicts in the latter half of the 14th century. Subsequently, in the mid-15th century,
Kawagoe Castle was built at its current location. Today, the site of the Kawagoe clan's
residence has been designated as a historic park.

3,000-year-old wooden boat has been
discovered

Dating back to the late Jomon Period, the boat is 5
meters long and 50 centimeters wide.
It is on display at the Kawagoe City Museum.
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Kawagoe Hikawa Shrine

This shrine is the home of the guardian deity of the Kawagoe
region. It was devoutly worshipped by generations of Kawagoe
Castle lords and the towns people. The inner sanctuary features
an elaborate "Edo-style" sculpture. Parts of Kawagoe Hikawa
Shrine have been designated as Important Cultural Properties
of Japan.
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Nakain Temple

Until the Middle Ages, it prospered as the head temple
of the Tendai sect in the Kanto region. Inside is a tea-
ceremony room, “Fusentei”, which is famous for its
connections with the poet Toson Shimazaki. Nakain
Temple has been designated as a city historic site.
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i Miyoshino Shrine

: This shrine was located in the center of Kawagoe Castle to
| house its guardian deity. Since it stood inside the castle,
: ordinary people could not usually visit, but they were allowed
i to worship there just twice a year. Miyoshino Shrine has been
i designated as a cultural property by Saitama Prefecture.
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Semba Toshogu Shrine

leyasu Tokugawa, the first shogun, is enshrined at Semba Toshogu
Shrine, which was built in 1633. Although it burned down in a great fire
in 1638 but was rebuilt two years later, in 1640. Parts of Semba Toshogu
Shrine have been designated as Important Cultural Properties of Japan.
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Kitain Temple

Kitain is a famous Tendai sect temple, built by
Jikaku Daishi Ennin in 830. Everything except the
main gate was burned down in a great fire in 1638.
After this, Shogun lemitsu, relocated part of Edo
Castle to rebuild the temple. Parts of Kitain have
been designated as Important Cultural Properties
of Japan and as designated cultural properties of
Saitama Prefecture.

AR SR AR

HRRE [FHR] FHEX)

FHE A BB ICR
HavtE
B - @D .
HE LN g I
o CHX® G g
L# i3 s &l
fooE oI B = W7 A
coF oW m oI
N 1 R 2
bt S AE T % g L BY
SElE YR <
z 2 0 W
I % &2 7 % 2
piRi2Ee BE
oo - (A < b
X L L A DI &
k%2 = & T & K 1
»E AR BT RS
t S5 B £ 2, °H
oM & oI T
5 M B CEFE A
B B 3B o8
no C o SR (S
STl E B
moEEE D
I o' )
g B2 8 H B

Development as a castle town

In the Edo Period, the shogunate posted powerful
feudal lords to Kawagoe Castle. One of these
lords, Nobutsuna Matsudaira, carried out the
town planning of the area around Kawagoe Castle.
He also improved the Kawagoe Kaido, the road
connecting the city with Edo, and opened up
transport by boat using Shingashigawa River. At
the same time that supplies flowed in and out of
Kawagoe by boat, the culture of Edo was brought
in, and Kawagoe flourished greatly.

2



[31] UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage to pass on to
future generations

The float event accompanying the Kawagoe Hikawa Festival, which is
the origin of Kawagoe Festival, was registered as a nationally designated
Cultural Property in 2005. In 2016, it was registered as an item of
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage.

[32] Battle of the hayashi performance - Hikkawase, the
highlight of the festival

Hayashi, the traditional music performed on the festival floats, has been
handed down since the Edo Period. When two floats meet, they face
each other and perform hayashi. This is called hikkawase. Hikkawase is
the biggest highlight of Kawagoe Festival.
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[29] Kawagoe Festival, held for over 370 years

Kawagoe Festival is said to have started in 1648, when Nobutsuna Matsudaira, lord of the Kawagoe domain,
encouraged the holding of a Kawagoe Hikawa Festival. Afterwards, strongly influenced by Edo Tenka Festival,
gorgeous and decorative festival floats came to be pulled around the town.

[30] The festival floats are beautiful and functional

The top of a festival float has two layers, and that part of the float can be lifted up like an elevator. Many festival
floats also have a stage for performers called “Hayashidai” which rotates 360 degrees horizontally.
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